 The Five Senses

Main Focus:  We use our senses to learn about the world around us.

	Sense of Sight
	September

	· Peek-A-Boo Folders  (guessing the whole picture by only seeing a part)

· Observing Indoor & Outdoor Objects (with eyes, describing what is seen)

· Optical Lenses (magnifying glasses, binoculars, underwater scopes, etc…)

· Photography Film  

· Transparent Colored Sheets  

· X-Rays (used on the light table)

· Mixed Up Photos (finding the mistakes in a photograph or picture)

· Color Matching File Folder Games


	Sense of Touch
	September

	· Feely Box (determine the identity of an object using only hands)

· Objects with Various Textures (wood, sandpaper, feathers, plastic, silly putty, etc…)

· Braille Reading Materials (McDonalds Menu)  


	 Sense of Taste
	September

	· Taste Testing (lemon, sugar, variety of apples, cinnamon, etc…)

· Graphing Favorite Food Item (after taste test)

· Ask Families to Send in Favorite Cultural Foods to be Served at Snack Table 


	Sense of Smell
	September

	· Smelling Containers (vinegar, baby powder, nutmeg, pepper, cinnamon, vanilla, peppermint)

· Scratch and Sniff Collages – children use diluted glue and some of the above items to create a collage of favorite smells


	Sense of Hearing
	September

	· Echo Songs (Down by the Bay, Boom Chicka Boom, Tongo)

· Rhythms (Clapping, Stomping)

· Sound Bingo with Tapes & Picture Boards (Animal Sounds, The World Around Us)

· Recordings of Children’s Voices      

· Sound Boxes (pennies, rice, q-tips, etc…)


My Body

	Identification and Location of Body Parts
	October

	· Self Portraits (drawings, collages, Kid Pix on the computer)

· Body Parts Flannel Board Pieces and Matching Labels

· X-Rays on Light Table      

· Body Tracing (labels could be added)

· Movement Songs (Head, Shoulders, Knees, & Toes)


	Our Bodies Allow Us to Move in Different Ways


	October



	· Indoor and Outdoor Obstacle Courses

· Movement Songs (Punchinello, Sammy by Hap Palmer) 


	Our Bodies Change as We Grow Up (A Natural Process)
	October

	· Children’s Baby Pictures (Discussion on how they’ve changed as they’ve grown)

· Baby Dolls from Dramatic Play Area (Care of infants)    

· Comparing Baby Clothes to Clothes Worn Now

· Classroom Visit by a Parent and Infant 

· Classroom Height Chart (Measuring changes throughout the school year)

· The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian Andersen


	Identify Habits that are Healthy for Our Bodies
	October

	· Food Groups Picture Sort    

· Food Group Pyramid

· Exercising as a Group

· Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Dental Floss

· Health Care Visitors such as Doctors, Dentists, Optometrist, and Nurses

· What’s On My Plate?  By Ruth Gross


	Recognition of Emotional Feelings
	October

	· Feelings Picture Cards (describing how child in picture feels)

· Making “Feelings” Masks (Describe mask to peers)   

· Create a Class Feelings Book

· Pantomime of Various Emotions (Children guess emotion being portrayed)

· Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Vorst

· If You’re Happy and You Know It variating verses to express different emotions


	Learning to Express Emotions in an Appropriate Way
	October

	· Describing and Acting Out Conflict Situations

· Consistent Modeling of Problem Solving Skills

· Positive Reinforcement of Desired Behaviors


The Four Seasons

	Fall


	September – November

	· Examples of Events and Changes that Happen in the Fall (Group Discussion)

· Nature Walks (Observing/Discussing seasonal changes in animals and plants)

· Fall Collage (Collecting items from outside)     

· Visit to a Farm or Apple Orchard

· Fall Picture Sort    

· Fall Clothing     

· Fall Items on the Light Table

· Fall Paintings and Drawings     

· Fall Poems and Songs (Written on flip chart or using sentence strips)

· Follow the Fall by Maxine Kumin

· Pumpkin, Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington


	Winter
	November – March

	· Examples of Events and Changes that Happen in the Winter (Group Discussion)

· Nature Walks (Observing/Discussing seasonal changes in animals and plants)

· Winter Picture Sort     

· Winter Clothing     

· Ice and Snow in the Water Table

· Winter Poems and Songs (Written on flip chart or using sentence strips)

· Winter Paintings and Drawings

· The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats     

·  Winter Harvest by Jane Chelsea Aragon

· Animals Should Definitely Not Wear Clothing by Judi Barrett




	Spring
	March – June

	· Give Examples of Events and Changes that Happen in Spring (Group Discussion)

· Nature Walks  (Observing/Discussing seasonal changes in animals and plants)

· Spring Picture Sort      

· Spring Clothing     

· Planting a Classroom Garden or Individual Seeds

· Visit the Henry Ford Estate Gardens     

· Spring Poems and Songs

· Spring Paintings and Drawings

· When Springtime Comes by Ronnie Sellers     

· Growing Vegetable Soup by Lois Ehlert




	Summer


	June – August

	· Give Examples of Events and Changes that Happen in the Summer.

· Nature Walks  (Observing/Discussing seasonal changes in animals and plants)

· Summer Activities Chart

· Summer Picture Sort     

· Summer Clothing     

· Summer Paintings and Drawings

· Summer Songs and Poems     

· Visit the Henry Ford Estate Gardens 


Plants

	Identification of Plant Parts 

(Seeds, Roots, Stems, Leaves, Blossoms, Flowers or Fruit) 


	May – June

	· Plant / Seed Posters     

· Planting Seeds in Clear Containers

· Plants and Seeds on the Light Table

· Plant Parts and Labels     

· Leaf Prints or Rubbings

· The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle


	Plants and Their Relationship to Their Environments


	May – June

	· Nature Walk     

· Discussion and Pictures of Plants in Our Backyards

· Visit to Green House (Observing plants from warmer climates)


	Needs of Plants (Living Things)
	May – June

	· Water (Place celery stalks in colored water.  Observe movement of water.)

· Sun (Place plants in various places in classroom.  Observe bending of plants as they lean 

      towards the sun.)

· Air (Compare growth of a seed in a plastic bag to a seed planted in an open container.)

· Discussion on How Plants Get What They Need (Rain, sun lamps, wind, etc…)


	Plants Change as They Grow


	May – June

	· Discussion of Plant Life Cycle (Dandelions could be used to demonstrate)

· Daily or Weekly Observations of Seed Growth (Root sprouts, stems, leaves, blossoms)

· Measuring Plants

· Recording Growth through Drawings, Paintings, and Photographs

· Plant / Seed Journals


	Like Seeds Will Produce Like Plants


	May – June

	· Retrieve Seeds from Various Fruits (Predict what will grow from seed.  Plant seeds.)

· Seed Tasting at the Snack Table

· Sorting Tray with Various Seeds


Taking Care of Our Environment

	The Process of Recycling 


	April

	· Follow Steps / Sequence of Trash Collection

· Collect and Sort Recyclable Material

· Use Recycling Bins at Home or In Classroom

· Ask a Parent or Student Volunteer to Take Materials to Recycling Center  (Recycling Plant Visit)

· Photograph and Share the Above Experience 


	Reuse of Everyday Materials
	April

	· Making Crayons from Broken Fragments (Melting pieces in muffin tins to create new crayons)

· Making Paper from Scrap Box Materials

· Creating a Compost Area

· Create a Class Book of Items Reused at Home

· Create Instruments Out of Classroom Items    

· Parade with Items 


	How Pollution Affects Living Things 
	April

	· Pictures of Polluted Areas

· Discussions on the Affects to People, Animals, and Plants


	Taking Care of Our Environment
	April

	· Throwing Away Trash (Not littering)

· Cleaning Up an Area

· Turning Off Lights and Water when Finished Using (Conservation)


Weather

	Different Kinds of Weather
	September - June

	· Posting Daily Weather Conditions (Pictures and Labels) near Calendar

· Listen to, Watch, and Discuss Weather Forecasts  (Students could be weather forecasters.) 

· Connect Changes in Weather to Seasonal Changes (Incorporate into Activities and Discussions)

· Class Books:  Things to do in Snowy (rainy, hot, etc…) Weather

· Individual Weather Wheels (paper plates, arrows, paper fasteners, markers)

· Cloud Charts

· It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles Shaw (How wind changed the shape of clouds)

· “Spilt Milk” paintings 

· Making a Classroom or Individual Rain Gauges

· Making and/or Flying Kites (Moving air makes wind)

· Hang a Wind Chime Outdoors

· Wind Socks (Determining the direction of the wind)

· Straw Painting (Making own wind to move paint on the paper)




	The Need for Predicting the Weather

(How weather affects our lives)
	May - June

	· Clothing Bear (Clothes worn for current conditions)

· Clothing Sort Bins

· Tornado Drills

· Farmers and Crops (Effects of too little or too much rain)

· Visitor:  Airplane Pilot (How important weather is to flying)

· Visitor:  Construction Worker (How weather affects the job site)

· Possible Field Trip:  Television Studio

· Flash, Crash, Rumble, and Roll by Franklyn Branley 


	Observe Changes in Air Temperature
	September - June

	· Outdoor And Indoor Thermometers

· How Changes in Temperature Affect Weather Conditions  (Lower temperatures mean cooler air, lower temperatures may determine if there is rain or snow, etc…)

· Ice or Snow in Water Table (How temperature changes these elements) 

· Weekly or Monthly Temperature Graph


Living and Nonliving

	Characteristics / Needs of Living Things
	October - November

	· Living Things Need Air (Breathe).  Have children breathe into own hand or onto a mirror.

· Living Things Need Water.  Plant two seeds.  Water one daily.  Compare growth of plants.

· Living Things Need Food.  Discuss what children feel when they’re hungry.

· Living Things Need Appropriate Temperature.  Discuss habitats of various animals and plants.  Could they survive in an opposite climate?


	Characteristics of Nonliving Things
	October - November

	· Compare an object (chair or ball) to a class pet.  How are they different?

· Collage of Living and Nonliving Things


	Living Things and the Surrounding Environment
	October - November

	· Nature Walk (Focus on how living things get what they need from the environment)

· Pictures of Various Climates  (Noting various plant and animal life)

· Discuss Affects of Pollution on Living Things


Animals

	Animals are Living Things

(Need air, water, food, shelter, and appropriate temperature)
	November - December

	· Compare a List of Needs People Have to Those of Animals

· Show Pictures of Animals using Water and/or Eating

· Emphasize Our Need for Animals (Have children bring in empty cartons of grocery products we get from animals) 


	There are Many Kinds of Animals
	November - December

	· Variety of Animals in Water or Sand Table (Pond or ocean animals in water table, forest 

       animals in the sand table, etc…)

· Locate Insects in Courtyard     

· Observation Jars  (Place jars on the light table)

· Introduce Classification and Characteristics of Animals (Mammals, Insects, etc…)

· Use Internet to Gather Animal Data     

· Model Magic or Clay Animals

· Animal Sounds Bingo

· Moving like Animals

· Create a Class Book of Animals (A to Z)


	Ways People Can Care for Animals
	November - December

	· Return Animals to Natural Habitat after Observing

· Making Bird Feeders

· Rotate Care of Classroom Pets

· Visitors:  Humane Society Worker, Veterinarian, Pet Store Worker, or Zoo Keeper

· Visitor:  Natural Sciences Department on Campus 

· Field Trip:  The Detroit Zoo or Local Animal Shelter 


	Classification of Animals According to Like Characteristics
	November - December

	· Sort Block Area Animals According to Habitat

· Like Animals in Water or Sand Table (Pond or ocean animals in water table, forest animals in the sand table, etc…)

· Fur, Feathers, Snake Skin on the Light Table

· Collage of Like Animals  (Children describe collage to peers during a group time)

· Sorting Animals According to Body Coverings (Hair, fur, shells, scales, skin, etc…)

· Graphing Animals According to the Above Characteristics

· What Is An Insect?  By Susan Canizares


	Animals Change as They Grow
	November - December

	· Photographs of Children’s Pets (As babies and now)

· Butterfly Gardens

· Tadpole Tank

· Changes in Classroom Pets

· Hatching Eggs in Classroom

· The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

· Tadpole to Frog (A Scholastic Pop-Up Book)


	Animals Reproduce Their Own Kind
	November - December

	· Animal Pictures  (Matching adult with baby animals)

· Many Zoos have Video Cameras Allowing Children to Observe Animals and Their Offspring

· Are You My Mother? by Philip Eastman


Components of Earth 

	Earth has Air, Water, and Land
	January - February

	· Examine a Globe (Point out areas of land and water)

· Occupational Picture Sort (Sort jobs according to area of work)

      Examples:  fishermen, pilots, forest ranger, truck driver, lifeguard, sailor, astronaut,    

      etc…)

· Making Paper Airplanes (How the air helps them move)

· Air, Land, or Water Paintings/Drawings  (What we would see in the water)

· Nature Walk (Find 3 items that remind you of air, water, and land)

· Sort and Display the Above Items on a Classroom Chart

· Making Paper Mache Globes


	Properties of Land and Soil 
	January - February

	· Variety of Soils in the Sand Table (Sand, potting soil, humus, red clay, etc…)

· Soil/Sand Trays (Feeling and Describing Textures i.e.:  fine, course, wet, dry, etc…)

· Pictures of Various Geographical Areas (Challenge students by discussing why some farm crops grow better in different regions)

· Weigh equal Quantities of Various Soils

· Start a Worm or Ant Farm (Demonstrate how worms and ants use soil)

· Examining Rocks on the Light Table     *Sorting Rocks by Like Attributes

· Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel by Virginia Lee Burton (How Mike Mulligan used the soil)


	How Water Affects the Soil
	January – February

	· Discuss and Observe Affects of Heavy Rain on Kindergarten Courtyard (Or nearby ponds)

· Add Small Amounts of Water to the Sand Table

· Ask Children to Sculpt with Soil When Dry and as More Water is Added (What Happens?)

· Determine Which Soils Hold (Absorb) More Water


	Identify Sources of Water
	January - February

	· Pictures of Water Treatment Facilities     

· Oceans, Rivers, Streams, Lakes, etc…

· Discuss Steps of Treatment Process




	Properties of Water (Liquid, Solid, Gas)
	January - February

	· Show Water as a Liquid in a Cup

· Freeze Water to Demonstrate Its Ability to Become a Solid (Point out how the water takes the shape of the container it is in)

· Heat Water to Produce Steam (Water as a Gas)

· Any Sink or Float Activities (Using water and salt water)

· Chart / Graph Sink and Float Results

· Demonstrate Evaporation.  Set a clear plastic container of water near a window.  Measure the water level daily.

· Any Cooking Activities that Demonstrate How Substances Dissolve in Water 


	Air is Everywhere  (It is real and takes up space)


	January - February

	· Parachute Play (Moving parachute up and down)

· Making Individual Parachutes (string and cloth)     *Making Fans (moving air across bodies)

· Show children an empty can.  Tell them something special is inside it but its invisible.  Poke two holes in can, then slowly submerge it in water.  Children can feel the air pushing out of the holes.

· Blowing air into balloons.  Releasing the balloon and discussing its movement.

· Pictures Showing Uses of Air (windmills, sailboats, kites, hot air balloons, etc…)

· “Air Fair” Children use air to move objects across a table (straws and cotton balls) 


Space

	The Sun, Earth, Moon, and Stars are a Part of Space
	March

	· Brainstorm of What We’d See in Space  (Research responses with children)

· View Pictures of Constellations, Earth, Sun, and Moon  (Solar System)

· “In the Sun” poem by Lillian Moore from I Feel the Same Way 

· Look at the Moon by Mary Gorelick   

· Children could illustrate something from the stories or poems

· Making Rockets (Balloon inside of a paper bag)

· Visit a Local Planetarium

· Make a Class Book of What’s In Space to Demonstrate What Was Learned

· (As a group) Make the Sun, Earth, Moon, and Stars.  Suspend from the ceiling. 


	The Importance of the Sun to the Earth
	March

	· Use a globe and sun cut out to show Earth’s relationship to the sun  (Earth rotates around the sun every 365 days.)  Connect to calendar!

· Discuss Earth’s placement and connect with changing seasons (and day and night)

· Ask Children to Predict What Would Happen to the Earth Without the Sun




	Ways We Can Learn About Space
	March

	· Telescopes     

· Astronauts     

· Spaceships and/or Rockets

· Watch a Space Shuttle Launch

· Ask children (with help from their parents) to bring in current news articles about space.  Read articles during group time.  Make a class scrapbook of the articles. 

· Look Up Data Together on the Internet

· Write to NASA (Washington, DC 20546)


