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Symposium Abstract: 

The efficiency with which primate foragers exploit resources in a tropical forest is dependent on their 

ability to encode, recall and integrate spatial, temporal and quantity information in selecting feeding sites.  

Given differences in diet, home range size, and daily ranging patterns, it is likely that different primate 

species encounter foraging challenges that require alternative cognitive solutions and problem-solving 

skills. Current understanding of primate spatial memory principally comes from studies of wild primates 

navigating in large-scale space or captive studies that examine cognitive capacities in small-scale space. 

The degree to which primates use different spatial representations and landmark cues when navigating or 

orienting between large- and small-scale remains unclear. In an effort to bridge this gap, this symposium 

aims to examine the ability of monkeys and apes to internally represent spatial information across a range 

of spatial scales and to compare species differences and flexibility in the types of information used and 

integrated in forming internal spatial representations across a range of foraging and social behaviors. 
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