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This course is an examination of selected topics in American
foreign policy, dealing with issues arising since the end of the
Cold War (i.e., the course will cover approximately 1990-2005).

It has been said that an inter-democratic peace, at least amongst
the richer countries, has emerged in and helped sustain a zone of
peace, prosperity, and freedom.  The OECD countries and kindred
nations (the U.S., Canada, the 25 countries of the European
Union, Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand) constitute this new confederation of free republics,
which we take for granted.  Beyond them lie the perils of war,
poverty, insurgency, and authoritarian rule on which the course
will focus.  As Hobbes said, fear of violent death is the primal
political motive, so we instinctively turn our attention to this
troubled zone of danger.  Stretching the term "non-Western" just
a bit (actually, Islam is a Western religion, and Japan, as the
land of the rising sun, is only recently acculturated into the
Western world), we can call this zone of peace "the West," and
the troubled areas we study are, in Fouad Ajami's phrase, "the
rest."

In spring semester 2005, PS 472/572 will look mostly at current
U.S. foreign policy problems in this non-Western world, including
especially the Mideast/North Africa (Morocco to Pakistan), and
the rest of Asia.  This includes President Bush's "axis of evil"
(Iraq-Iran-North Korea). In the course, we will examine
explanations of why U.S. foreign policy is the way it is, we will
consider how to evaluate whether U.S. foreign policy is good or
bad, and we will make an effort to design better foreign policy.
In the process, among other specific topics, we will consider
problems in the war over Iraq, problems connected with the Arab-
Israeli conflict, and problems in dealing with China and North
Korea. But, since foreign policy must be based on what foreign
nations are like, we begin by considering the current
characteristics of non-Western societies and political systems.
The emphasis is on class discussion of the assigned readings
(recent articles about U.S. foreign policy), but, beyond the
readings, we will also be interviewing lobbyists and diplomatic
personnel who are dealing with current U.S. foreign policy
controversies. Undergrads, most of whom will enroll in the 472
version of this class, will have their grade be based on the
exams and class discussion. For graduate students, those exams
and the class discussion will be part of the grade, but a term
paper will also be important. Graduate students will do a special
term paper based on an interview with a foreign policy official
or lobbyist, or based on the class readings; graduate students



should enroll in the 572 version of the course. (Note to anyone
concerned about PS 361 and PS 471: These courses should not be a
concern to anyone; specifically, students may enroll in 472/572
even if they have already had PS 361, and neither PS 361 nor PS
471 are prerequisites to 472/572.)

Grading:

There will be two exams, covering the readings and class
activities, and these will each count for one unit of the
grading. For graduate students, an additional two units will come
from a paper, based on the readings and an interview with a
foreign policy official or lobbyist; undergraduates will write a
shorter paper counting one unit. One unit of the grade for all
students will be class discussion. For the undergraduates, then,
there will be four units, each contributing 25% to the grade. For
the graduate students, there will be five units, each
contributing 20% to the grade.

Getting the Books and Articles:

Two books are marked as available from bookstores, and these can
be purchased thru the campus bookstore, Barnes and Noble. Some
items are available in course pack form, from Dollar Bill Copy.
These can be ordered on line (www.dollarbillcopying.com) or over
the phone (toll free 877-738-9200; or local 734-665-9200). Dollar
Bill Copy is located at 611 S. Church St. in Ann Arbor, and
delivers to UM-D students via mail services such as UPS. I am
attempting to make the recent journal articles in the course
available electronically only, thru Univ. of Michigan, so that
you will not have to pay for them but will have to access them
over the internet.

Readings by Week:

Week One:

Useful Knowledge in the Academic and Policy Communities:

Frank Wayman, "Illuminating the Shadow of the Future: Scientific
Prediction and the Human Condition." (handout, on forecasting and
predicting global events)

John Vasquez, "World Politics Theory," in Encyclopedia of
Government and Politics, Vol. 2, ed by Mary Hawkesworth and
Maurice Kogan (Routledge: London and New York, 1992): 839-861.
(handout)

Herek, Gregory, Irving Janis, and Paul Huth, "Decision Making
during International Crises," Journal of Conflict Resolution 31,
No. 2 (June)" 203-226. (handout)

Miroslav Nincic et al., Being Useful, preface by Alexander George



(pp. ix-1), and essays by Miroslav Nincic (pp. 1-20, 21-50),
Arthur Stein (50-74), and Bruce Jentlison (pp. 29 ff.). Course
Pack. (Ann Arbor: Univ. of Mich. Press, 2000, ISBN 0472110721)

Lloyd Jensen, "Predicting International Events," Peace Research
Reviews. Course Pack.

Weeks Two-Three:

How U.S. Foreign Policy Is Made:

Eugene Wittkopf, James M. Scott, and Charles W. Kegley, American
Foreign Policy: Patterns and Process, 6th edition (2002), first
400 pages. ISBN 0534600484, Wadsworth Publishing. Bookstore.

Week Four:

How U.S. Foreign Policy is Made:

Wittkopf, Scott, and Kegley, remainder of book.

Chaim Kaufmann, "Threat Inflation and the Failure of the
Marketplace of Ideas," International Security 29, No. 1 (summer
2004): 5-48.

First exam, based on above readings, June 7th.

Week Five:

Contemporary Problems in the Islamic World:

M. Steven Fish, "Islam and Authoritarianism," World Politics 55,
No. 1 (Oct. 2002): 4-37.

Daniela Donno and Bruce Russet, "Islam, Authoritarianism, and
Female Empowerment: What Are the Linkages?" World Politics 56,
No. 4 (July 2004): 582-607.

Stephen Kinzer, "Will Turkey Make It?," New York Review of Books
LI, No. 12 (July 15, 2004): 40-42.

Stephen Cook, "The Right Way to Promote Arab Reform," Foreign
Affairs 84, No. 2 (March-April): 91-102.

Israeli Nuclear Weapons:

Zeev Maoz, "The Mixed Blessing of Israel's Nuclear Policy,"
International Security 28, No. 2 (Fall 2003): 44-77.

Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations:

Dennis Ross, The Missing Peace (N.Y.: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux,
2004): 3-45.



Jeremy Pressman, "Visions in Collision: What Happened at Camp
David and Taba?" International Security 28, No. 2 (Fall 2003): 5-
43.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Policy:

Selig Harrison, "Did North Korea Really Cheat?" Foreign Affairs
84, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb. 2005): 99-110.

Ashton Carter, "How to Stop the Spread of Weapons of Mass
Destruction," Foreign Affairs 83, No. 5 (Sept.-Oct. 2004): 72-85.

Weeks Six and Seven:

Terrorism:

Richard Clarke et al., Defeating the Jihadists. N.Y.: The Century
Foundation (phone 212-535-4441), 2004. ISBN 0870784919.
Bookstore.

U.S. Military Intervention:

Benjamin Fordham and Christopher Sarver, "Militarized Interstate
Disputes and  United States Use of Force," International Studies
Quarterly 45, No. 3 (Sept. 2001): 455-466.

David Edelstein, "Occupational Hazards: Why Military Occupations
Succeed or Fail," International Security 29, No. 1 (summer 2004):
49-91.

Wesley Clark, Waging Modern War. (N.Y.: Public Affairs, 2002;
ISBN 1-58648-139-8): xix-45, 131-161, 417-461. (Course pack)

Merrill McPeak and Robert Pape, "Hit or Miss," Foreign Affairs
83, No. 5 (Sept.-Oct. 2004): 160-163.

Peacekeeping:

Virginia Page Fortna, "Does Peacekeeping Keep Peace?
International Intervention and the Duration of Peace after Civil
War," International Studies Quarterly 48, No. 2 (June 2004): 269-
292.

Foreign Aid:

Jeffrey Sachs, "The Development Challenge," Foreign Affairs 84,
No. 2 (March-April): 78-90.

Other Major Powers -- the Eastern Orthodox World -- Russia:

Richard Pipes, "Flight from Freedom," Foreign Affairs 83, No. 3
(May/June 2004): 9-15.



Other Major Powers -- the Far Eastern World -- China:

Alastair Iain Johnston, "Is China a Status Quo Power?"
International Security 27, No. 4 (Spring 2003): 5-56.

U.S. Policy Responses:

Joseph S. Nye, Jr., "The Decline of America's Soft Power,"
Foreign Affairs 83, No. 3 (May/June 2004): 16-21.

Papers due: June 14th.

Final Exam: June 30th.
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