Iraq War

Precedents

1970s Sadam Hussein gradually consolidates power in Iraq

1979/80 Iraq attacked Iran. Why? Perhaps Hussein thought the Iranian Revolution would have left that country weak, or perhaps he feared its spread into Iraq itself. The war lasted 8 years, and there were no major territorial changes, but it led to the deaths of 500,000-1,000,000 on each side. 

1990/91 Iraq invaded Kuwait. Why? Assertedly over blockage of an Iraqi outlet to the Gulf, Kuwait’s over-drilling of an oil reserve that includes both countries’ land, and/or missed communication between US and Iraq about what would be the US response. US and allies responded with Operation Desert Storm, easily and quickly leading to Iraq’s defeat. The allied troops declined to take the war up to Baghdad.

2001 In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, US and allies attacked Afghanistan. President Bush and his advisors utilized the spirits of the US public to gain sympathy for attacking Iraq.

2003 (March) US and allies attacked Iraq. Why? Official reasons include:1) to remove Saddam Hussein; 2) to neutralize Iraq’s supposed programs of weapons of mass destruction; 3) to defeat Al-Qaeda (a.k.a. terrorism) in Iraq. There was also talk of establishing democracy in Iraq, and having that example move other countries in the region to do the same. Other motives that are pointed to: 1) US wishes to re-establish a strategic post in the Middle East, having lost Iran; 2) US wishes to control Iraqi oil, 3) US military wants to try out its new military inventions; 4) Saddam Hussein mis-read US resolve; 5) revenge against an alleged Iraqi plot to assassinate Bush father .. Although Britain and several other countries supported the invasion, major players such as France, Germany, Russia, and Turkey did not.

The end of major combat (May 1) and the high point of the war was Bush’s appearance on an aircraft carrier that displayed a banner with “Mission Accomplished.” Saddam Hussein was captured in December, and his trial was started. Sectarian violence became evident in 2004. February 22, 2006 bombs severely damaged an important mosque in Al-Askari, which accelerated the sectarian aspect of the conflict.

The US mid-term elections in 2006, are viewed as a rebuff to Pres. Bush’s Iraq policy, and the (Baker/Hamilton) Iraq Study Group’s report offered a different strategy, which Bush rejected in favor of a surge of 30,000 more troops.
There is always second-guessing about events such as this war. Some think the US-led invasion was doomed to failure because of the difficulty of ‘nation-building’ in Iraq. Some specific decisions that are now criticized are: the disbanding of the Iraqi military, the de-Ba’athification of the government, and low US troop levels.
Estimates of Iraqi deaths range from 100,000 to 900,000. US troops ~3,000 (early 2007)
Displaced Iraqis: 1.8 million external, (Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt). 1.6m internal.

Cost of the war up to end of 2006: $370 b (NYT Dec. 14, 2006); $350 b (http://nationalpriorities.org/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=182)

     $380 b Kevin Hassett (http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601039&sid=aDi5N9ofrnZU&refer=home)

     According to the NYT article, the US is spending $120b in 2006, or $10b/month.

     White House economic adviser Lawrence Lindsey had offered an "upper bound" estimate of $100 billion to $200 billion in a September 2002 interview with The Wall Street Journal, and was severely chastised for his exaggerations.
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