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The Lounsbury Tree
Family Newsletter #45 Fall/Winter 2007

Newsletter Editor: Bill Mac Donald
Webmaster – Jim Jurista

Editors Emeritus
Marie Lounsbury, Gertrude Dennis, Al Lounsbury, Jim Jurista

Jim Jurista has found that due to the pressures of family and business it is impossible for him to continue as
editor at this time. I have consented to be the editor for the time being. Doug Lounsbury has consented to assist and
may assume the editorship in the future, we would be happy to hear from any persons who are willing to help. Jim has
agreed to maintain the web site.

Contributing
The Lounsbury Tree welcomes all L-related submissions. This includes family histories, stories,

birth/death/marriage announcements, reunion reports, genealogical queries, and photographs. Materials can be sent to
the address given below for subscribing, or they can be sent via e-mail to wmacdonald@kwic.com
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Subscribing to The “L” Tree
It is our intention to publish twice yearly. Future two year subscriptions, if mailed, will be $6.00 (US) or $6.00

(Canadian). If you wish to have them emailed to you in PDF format or download them from the web site they will be
free. We may send sample copies to noncurrent subscribers by email.

If you receive the Tree in the mail, you will notice a date on the envelope. This is the expiration date of your
current subscription. If that date has passed, and you wish to continue receiving the Tree by mail, please renew by
sending email to wmacdonald@kwic.com or a letter to the following address:
William Mac Donald, 692 Regional Road 28, Rural Route 5, Langton, Ontario, N0E 1G0, Canada
Our goal is to publish two issues annually (Spring and Fall).

Lounsbury Lingo
You will notice a wide variety of surname spellings associated with the Lounsbury Tree. The most common

spelling is “Lounsbury” though “Lounsberry” and “Lounsbery” are also prevalent. In 99% of researched cases,
Canadians and Americans with these surname spellings are linked by common ancestors: Richard Lounsbury and
Elizabeth (Pennoyer) Lounsbury of what is now Rye, NY, who were married there in 1670. There are many other
surname variations who fit our extended family tree, including Lansbury (though apparently not the famous actress
Angela Lansbury), Lainspeary, and Lonsberry.

For simplicity, we use the letter “L” to denote the surname regardless of its spelling. Hence the phrasing “L” Tree
at the top of this page.

“L” Tree On-Line
Many of the readers of the Tree have access to home computers or to shared computers at libraries or schools. If

you’re in this group, you’ll be happy to know that you can explore more family information on the Internet. Just point
your web software to: http://www.jurista.com/jurista/Lounsbery

Here you’ll find information about reunions, genealogy resources, research assistance, and discussion groups. It’s
easy to use and fun; give it a try today!

If you’d like to reach the Tree by email, please write to the present editor at wmacdonald@kwic.com We receive
frequent family history queries via e-mail, and most researchers willingly share their findings with others, so it’s
likely you’ll get quick help by contacting us this way.

Many queries that get submitted via e-mail or on the Web site end up in the Queries feature in each issue of the
Tree. So your e-mail makes it to the real world as well. If you have any questions about the technology or about how
to use the Net for “L” family research, please don’t hesitate to contact the editor at your convenience via e-mail or
traditional postal mail.

NEW

The Lounsbury Tree Blog
Copies of isssues of the Lounsbury Tree, Information, Links and comments

Make a comment, query or contribution we would like to hear from you

http://lounsbury-tree.blogspot.com/
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From Rodolphus Lounsbury to my Grandmother
by Bob Fraser

Rodolphus(7) Lounsbury is descended from Richard(1) Lounsbury and Elizabeth Pennoyer of Rye, Westchester
County, New York via John(2), Isaac(3), Isaac(4), Robert(5), and Townsend(6). Rodolphus was born 22 January
1810 in Upper Canada. He married Hannah Dochstader (born 22 May 1814 in Caister Township, Lincoln County,
Ontario in the early 1830’s. There is some discussion about Hannah’s name, both with variant spellings (Doxator,
Docksteader and Doxteader) and as a totally different name (Letz.) My grandmother was in her late teens when they
died and recalled the name as Dochsteader (whatever the spelling), although it could have been a second marriage for
Hannah. Probably Hannah Letz married Richard Lounsbury of Caistor, Ontario. Hannah Dochstader would have
been about 18 when she married Rodolphus.

Rodolphus and Hannah both died in Mersea Township (now Leamington), Ontario in
1901, she on 23 February and he on 6 October; they were linked to Wheatley and the
Wheatley paper carried their obituaries. They were living with their son Burwell
(misspelled “Basil” in the 1901 census) when they died. Their single tombstone still
stands in the Erie Cemetery in Wheatley and is easily readable and the spelling of his
name used here is taken from that tombstone (The 1901 census listed him as
“Randolphus.”) Several other Lounsburys are buried in that corner of the cemetery
including their sons William Cyrus, Ephriam, Murray and Asa Burwell. Rodolphus and
Hannah set up housekeeping in Grimsby Township, Lincoln County, Ontario and most
of their twelve children were born there.
--William Cyrus (22 January 1834 – 22 January 1903)
--Ephriam L. (15 January 1837 – 24 January 1922)
--Ransom (September 1838 {13 in 1851 census} – ? {alive in 1927 in Glendale,
California})
--Sylvia Ann (“Sibby”) (18 March 1840 – lived into her 80’s)
--Henry (8 September 1841 – 10 February 1927 in Detroit, Michigan)
--Murray (18 January 1844 – 12 May 1926 in Chatham, Ontario)
--Amirida Elizabeth (28 September 1845 –
30 lived into her 80’s)
--Mary Jane (13 September 1847 – lived
into her 80’s)
--Hiram Stafford (26 November 1849 in
Hamilton, Ontario – 20 December 1934 in
Dryden, Ontario, buried in the Dryden
Cemetery, tombstone disintegrated)

--Adolphus (28 June 1852 – 1934 in
Chatham, Ontario, buried in the Maple Leaf
Cemetery.

--Asa Burwell (28 December 1855 – 22 November 1937 in Leamington,
Ontario)
--Townsend Adelbert (27 April 1858 – lived into his 80’s)

Two of the children of William Cyrus Lounsbury and Mary Jane née
Shaw died young and their headstones remain in Erie Cemetery in
Wheatley:
--Enoch Burwell (14 January 1860 – 23 February 1863)
--George Ephriam (Oct 1874 – 15 April 1877)

My great-grandfather was the ninth child, Hiram Stafford Lounsbury.
He moved to Elmwood, Tuscola County in the “thumb” of Michigan after the census of 1870. He married 15-year-
old Ellen Jane Morse (b. 1 July 1856 in Delevan, NY to Asa Evans Morse and Esther Lovira née Frisby) in

Hiram Lounsbury

Hiram & Ellen Lounsbury


