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The Lounsbury Tree

Family Newsletter #47 Fall & Winter 2008
Newsletter Editor: Bill Mac Donald
Webmaster — Jim Jurista

Blogmaster — Bob Fraser
Editors Emeritus
Marie Lounsbury, Gertrude Dennis, Al Lounsbury, Jim Jurista

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Y'ear
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Subscribing to The “L” Tree

The Treeis published twice yearly in the spring and fall. Due to mailing and publication costs we have been
forced to raise future subscription fees, 2 year subscriptions are $8.00 (US) for mailing to the United States and $8.00
Canadian for mailing in Canada. Current subscriptions will continue without additional charge. If you wish to have
them emailed to you in PDF format or download them from the web site they will be free.

If you receive the Treein the mail, you will notice a date on the address labdl. Thisis the expiration date of
your current subscription. If that date has passed, and you wish to continue receiving the Tree by mail, please renew
by sending email to wmacdonal d@kwic.com, or aletter to the following address:

William Mac Donald, 692 Regional Road 28, Rural Route 5, Langton, Ontario, NOE 1G0, Canada

Lounsbury Lingo

Y ou will notice awide variety of surname spellings associated with the Lounsbury Tree. The most common
spelling is“Lounsbury” though “Lounsberry” and “Lounsbery” are also prevalent. In 99% of researched cases,
Canadians and Americans with these surname spellings are linked by common ancestors. Richard Lounsbury and
Elizabeth (Pennoyer) Lounsbury of what is now Rye, NY, who were married there in 1670. There are many other
surname variations who fit our extended family tree, including Lansbury (though apparently not the famous actress
Angela Lansbury), Lainspeary, and Lonsberry.

For simplicity, we use the letter “L” to denote the surname regardless of its spelling. Hence the phrasing “ L”
Tree at the top of this page.

“L” Tree On-Line

Many of the readers of the Tree have access to home computers or to shared computers at libraries or schools.
If you'rein this group, you'll be happy to know that you can explore more family information on the Internet. Just
point your web software to our blog, http://lounsbury-tree.blogspot.com/ for copies of most the issues of the
Lounsbury Tree and links to other sites or http://www.jurista.com/jurista/L ounsbery Here you' Il find information
about reunions, geneal ogy resources, research assistance, and discussion groups. It’s easy to use and fun; giveit atry
today! Please leave any comments, queries, etc on the blog, we would like to hear from you.

If you'd like to reach the Tree by email, contact Bill Mac Donald at wmacdonald@kwic.com. Many queries
that get submitted viae-mail or on the Web site end up in the Queries feature in each issue of the Tree. So your e-mail
makes it to the real world aswell. If you have any questions about the technology or about how to use the internet for
“L” family research, please don’t hesitate to contact the editor at your convenience viae-mail or traditional postal
mail.

From The Mailbag

Much “L" correspondence comesto us viathe Internet. If you have Internet access, please respond to these
letters via electronic mail. If you do not have such access, and no postal addressis provided, please respond to me
directly: William Mac Donald, 692 Regiona Road 28, Rural Route 5, Langton, Ontario, NOE 1G0, Canada

I will try to ensure that your response is forwarded appropriately.

Contributing

The Lounsbury Tree welcomes all L-related submissions. Thisincludes family histories, stories,
birth/death/marriage announcements, reunion reports, genealogical queries, and photographs. Materials can be sent to
the address given above for subscribing, or they can be sent viae-mail to wmacdonal d@kwic.com. There must be lots
of good news out there, graduations, family research etc. etc.
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From Rodolphus Lounsbury to my Grandmother

Part Two

by Bob Fraser
Genesee Lounsbury wasthe eldest of eight childrenbornto g4 fmess,
Hiram Stafford Lounsbury and Ellen Jane Morse.

Jenny outlived them all. Her next younger sibling was Frank
Wesley Lounsbury, born 21 February 1875 aso in Elmwood, |ocated
in Tuscola County in the rich farmland of the “thumb” of Michigan.
They loved to hunt. The earliest picture | have of Frank iswith his
younger brother George and a cousin W.C. Morse a a hunting camp
in the Riding Mountains, Manitobain 1898. Frank (second from

' M N

Hiram Lounsbury

right) was 23 and George (second from | eft)
was 19. (Thetwo men flanking George share
the same last name. | can't quite make out the
letters following the “Mc” except for the final
“y.” The older one on the left has an initia
“D.” and theyounger an“A.” If itis
“McCready,” it would be family of Dick
McCready who married Ida Gladys
Lounsbury. A more formal picture of Frank is

| below. Frank was 42 when he married Louisa
Mettam on 25 July 1917 in Grandview,
Manitoba. Louisa, or “Louie’ as she was

S S known, was born in Chesterfield, Derbyshire,

England in 1869 and emigrated to M ontreal on the SS Southwark in 1907. When she met Frank, she was a widow.

Oral higtory in the family said that she was a remittance widow of an

English soldier who died in World War One. Theredlity isotherwise. She

married John Wilson Thompson in Simcoe County, Ontario on 3 June 1908.

He had been born in the same county in 1883. Their union produced a son,

Alec Wilson Thompson, in 1909. John was a farmer when he devel oped

acute appendicitisin late June 1915. The appendix ruptured and he died of

toxemia on the fourth of July. Inthe midst of the disruption of the Great

War, with Canada sending a huge volunteer army to Europe, single men

must have been ascarcity. Louie moved from Ontario further west and met

Frank. | suspect it was a combination of an older bachelor and yet older

widow with an eight-year-old son in these unusual circumstances that

provided the greatest catalyst to this union.

In the early depression years, many in the family moved back to
farm property owned for several years by Jennie, in western Ontario, to
Oxdrift. When the crash came in the depression, Harry Fraser (Jenny’s
husband) had $9,000 out in credit and the Raleigh company foreclosed on
all the propertiesin his name to recoup their losses. Fortunately the Oxdrift
property wasin Jenny’s name. The directions to the farm were “four miles
north of therail line.” After awhile they were able to spend wintersin
Dryden, but the farm in Oxdrift provided food for the table. The picture on
the next page shows George and Frank in the middle with Jenny’ sfirst born




Lounsbury Tree #47 Fall & Winter 2008 Page 4 of 16

son Mervin on the right and his daughter Frances on the left. The date on the pictureis July 1925, so obviously some
use was made of the property earlier. Fishing in the Wabigoon River and hunting for moose and other game in the
Oxdrift areawere great and the three men pictured were avid sportsmen.

Family history suggests Frank was no “catch.” Hewaslazy. Alec was a"“specia needs’ child, physicaly
able but mentally challenged. Frank gained not only awife, but aboy to do all the little chores Frank was unwilling
to do. When Alec was ateenager he was offered an opportunity to move to an assisted living facility. Heleft and

Fg never looked back. At some point, they
moved to British Columbia. Loui€'s
sister Florence had sailed from England
to Montreal on the SS Duchess of
Bedford in 1930. A decade later she
moved to British Columbia as well;
several of the Lounsbury family had
moved there in the late 1930's, including
Harry and Jenny Fraser who had moved
from Ontario soon after their son
Clarence (“Carney”) had moved west. |
do not know whether shelived in the

- same house with Frank and her sister
Louie, but if elsewhere she must have been frequently in their home. After Louisdied in March 1955, Frank married
Florence. She wastwo years older than he, born 13 May 1873 in Chesterfield, Derbyshire, England. She died at their
home on the last day of October 1960. Frank lived four yearslonger, until June 27, 1964.

Elvalzara Lounsbury was the third child born to Hiram and Ellen in EImwood, Michigan. Shewasbornin
the summer of 1877 on July 25. She did not live ten years. She died in Tamarisk, Manitoba on the 27 of March 1887.

George Henry Lounsbury, also of Elmwood, was born two yearsto the
day after Elva, on 25 July 1879. George was known as a ' good fellow,
the best of thelot." He married about the beginning of the twentieth
century. Hiswife Violet died of hyperthyroid in the first year of their
marriage. He never remarried.

George was a house-building carpenter (not a finish carpenter)

and also cut hair in lumber camps for 25 cents apiece. He was a hard

worker. About 1929 or 1930, he fell off aladder painting Jack Skein's

(Skene's?) grocery store, the ladder broke, resulting in a bad fall for

George. He developed arthritisin one leg and began to limp badly. Like
many in the family, he moved to the greater Vancouver, British Columbia area near the beginning of the Second
World War. Hisolder sister Jenny with husband Harry had joined their
son Clarence (* Carney”) about the same time and had moved in with
him when he purchased property in New Westminster in the early
1940's.

One of George's nephews was a physician and had read that
inducing diphtheria (or typhoid fever) using "dead" cellswasa
treatment for arthritis. So about 1950, George checked into St. Paul'sin
Vancouver. Hewas put in abasket like cover and a 104 degree F temp
was induced for 2-4 days. It cleared up his arthritis for four years. He
died of kidney failurein Richmond, B.C. on 3 May 1964.

Ida Gladys was the first of the children to be born in Canada, in Wheatley, Ontario on 22 May 1882. Shewas
known as Gladysto the family. The picture on the top right of the next page was taken in Ogema, Saskatchewan in
1912. From left to right are Harry Fraser (spouse of Jenny Lounsbury), Asa Lounsbury, Richard “Dick” McCready




